Great and Little Barugh Parish Council
Spring/Summer Newsletter 2025
Welcome to our Parish newsletter, the purpose of which is to keep all residents of Great and Little Barugh up to date with news of Parish Council business and plans for the future.
Please do contact the PC on greatandlittlebarughpc@gmail.com if you wish to be added to our email list, giving us permission to add you or if you would like to discuss anything with us.

Update on Third Energy and Ceraphi geothermal energy project for Little Barugh and nearby businesses.  This project has been held up while we waited for more than 3 months for the VAT refund from HMRC to be processed so that we could pay Third Energy for the feasibility study.  It has now been received by the PC, which means that Third Energy and Ceraphi can now move forward with this project.  We are expecting to receive a report from Russell Hoare of Third Energy shortly.

Parking on green verge at the top of Great Barugh
It has been noticed that some residents have been parking on and damaging this green verge and we respectfully ask that this desists.  Thank you.

Vehicle Activated Sign in Great Barugh. 
We are delighted to report that the sign in Great Barugh that has been in place for some time now to record vehicle speeds has had a very positive effect on reducing speeding within the village.  Many thanks to Councillor Richard Hagger who has analysed the readings and produced succinct reports for us so that we can understand them.  Speeding through the village has reduced significantly and we no longer feel we need to involve the police in this issue. 

Dark Skies – how you can help preserve them.  This is the subject of a recent meeting which was attended by Cllr. Sue Gough.  It is another area where the PC can help protect and improve the biodiversity in our Parish.  Studies have shown that there is a 50% - 85% reduction of all types of wildlife where there is lighting at night, which shows how important that any lighting we all use at night needs to be appropriate.  Protecting our dark skies isn’t about removing all lights at night; we all need light for different reasons, whether it is to get safely to our front doors or to work outdoors at night.  We all need to use light responsibly and sensitively to benefit ourselves, our neighbours and nocturnal wildlife.  Light pollution is easily reversible with solutions that are easy to implement and that deliver immediate and lasting results.  The PC have some leaflets on this subject for anyone interested.

First Biodiversity survey in Little Barugh.
It is now a responsibility of all councils to nurture and increase the biodiversity within our boundaries.  Great and Little Barugh Parish Council have begun to look at this in more depth and after attending a whole day conference on the subject last year.
The Parish Council will be mapping all the trees that have been purchased by the PC and there will soon be signs to show where we are working on areas within the parish.  
We were pleased to welcome the help of Kieran Holliday from Flamingo Land on Sunday Ist June, who came up from the site in Kirby Misperton to kick start our recording of biodiversity in the village.   Kieran holds an MSc in conservation ecology and is very involved with protecting species in Flamingo Land.  The common land in Little Barugh is very obviously part of an old meadowland, this is evident from the number of grass species as well as the flowers present.  Cllrs. Sarah Houlston and Sue Gough spent a very interesting couple of hours with Kieran learning the names of grass and flowers as well as spotting some interesting insects.  Kieran is very impressed with the habitat we are so lucky to be stewards of and approved of the small areas of wild flower seeds we sowed last Autumn in the lower area, which we are delighted to tell you are already showing signs of thriving, despite being nestled amongst different grass species, as they would be in a natural flowering meadow.
 The sown areas will be cut in August and left for 24 hours before raking off to allow seed to disperse.  The rest of the lower green will be cut regularly to maintain it.  One of the species that is emerging is Yellow Rattle, an important plant for maintaining wild flower meadows as it is parasitic and keeps the more vigorous grasses under control and allows the flowers to flourish.  A list of the species of flowers that are emerging in this sown area will be published on our web site: greatandlittlebarugh.co.uk
While we were doing this work, we also inspected the three pond areas on the large area of common.  We have made the decision to try and reinstate the pond at the top of the common, because it is the most viable, and to leave the other two pond areas as damp areas.  These will be thinned out of the more invasive Yellow Flag and generally kept under control.  There are escapees from local gardens present; these will also be removed.  The pond work will be researched thoroughly and we will be seeking funding to help with this project for the future.  
Protecting and helping to increase biodiversity is very important because so many species are in decline.  It is an aim to increase biodiversity across parishes so that species such as mammals and insects are able to move across country through more wild corridors more easily and therefore breed with others from outside their area.  This strengthens the gene pool and aids the survival of species.  It is to be remembered that this also aids humans; the wider biodiversity we have, the better the environment is, and this is to be encouraged for all our sakes. 
For a more detailed report, please go to our web site where the species we recorded will  be listed.  If you would like to be involved with our biodiversity work, please get in touch.  
