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Geothermal project – The funds of £46,400 for this exciting project have now been received and the consultation with villagers in Little Barugh will take place next week.  We are working with Russell Hoare of Third energy on this; for more details, please see the information at the back of this newsletter.  It will be helpful if residents would have readily available information on their heating costs to enable Russell to do a rough calculation of the savings that could be expected if residents agree to joining this project.  
Restoring Nature Conference.  Councillors Houlston, Gough and Metcalfe attended an all-day Restoring Nature conference in Kirby Misperton village hall on Friday 27th September.    This was an extremely informative day, with presentations from North Yorkshire Council on Climate Strategy and Biodiversity duty; Castle Howard Estate on restoring nature across the estate; NYC on managing for wildlife; Howardian Hills on emerging plans for nature recovery and linking up spaces for wildlife; Pickering and Kirkbymoorside Town Councils’ rewilding verges projects; North York Moors National Park Authority on why nature is in trouble and how councils can help.  All this was extremely informative and due to the success of the event will lead to further conferences in the future. 
Village Greens.  The Parish Council would like to thank the majority of residents of Little Barugh for their response to our request to keep parking on the common to a minimum and for temporary use only.  Now that the wet weather is upon us, we would like to reiterate that use of the green for parking is for temporary use in order to protect the land and its enjoyment for everybody.
Work on the project to introduce more wild flowers in the villages began on 24th September.  Mr Robert Snowball kindly agreed to cut the overgrown grass on the lower green in Little Barugh in order that work to sow wild flower seeds can take place once further preparation work has been completed.  This will include clearing out the ditch along the roadside to remove further grass and weeds.  The Parish Council would very much like to hear from any residents who would be willing to help with keeping parts of the lower green mowed more regularly as we progress in 2025. The PC also has plans to begin work in Spring 25, in Great Barugh, on the wide verge to introduce wild flowers in this area as well.  This will all help to increase the biodiversity within the parish.
All this is further to our attendance at the Restoring Nature Conference, where we gained more knowledge to enable us to proceed with this project.  We hope that in time there will be an increased number of wild plant species as well as some annuals to give interest and colour while the natives are establishing.

If you wish to be included on the Parish Council mailing list, please email us on greatandlittlebarughpc@gmail.com. 
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Dear Resident
Further to recent presentations and discussions at Parish Council meetings, a joint application was made to the UK Shared Prosperity Fund for a feasibility study into a geothermal heating system for the villages of Little Barugh and Great Habton, using water from the nearby redundant gas wells. At this stage, there is no commitment, either financially or otherwise, by the Parish or any resident, but the study should provide information to determine whether such a system can save money on future heating bills for village residents. This is part of the wider transition of Third Energy away from gas production (which has now entirely ceased) and into renewable geothermal energy generation and builds on the successful geothermal demonstrator that is currently in operation at the KMA well site near Kirby Misperton.
The Parish Council has been successful in its application and a grant of up to £46,000 will be provided to fund the feasibility work (and will be partly match-funded by Third Energy). The UK Shared Prosperity Fund provides £2.6 billion of funding for local investment by March 2025. The Fund aims to improve pride in place and increase life chances across the UK investing in communities and place, supporting local business, and people and skills. We will be the project manager and all technical thermal assessments will be done by Ceraphi Energy, the same team operating the geothermal demonstrator at the KMA site.
In the coming weeks, we will commence the community outreach exercise. We will attempt to contact all householders (and nearby farms) of both villages to provide information about the project and, where possible, collect current heating usage and expenditure data. At the same time, CeraPhi Energy will undertake the technical assessment of the necessary well conversion works and pipeline system required to provide heat to the villages.
This feasibility work should be completed by the end of January, at which point we can determine how much such a system would cost to install, how it could be financed and how much we can save each household on their energy bills. In addition to reducing heating costs, such a system will also provide a fully sustainable and renewable heating solution for the villages. Only after the feasibility study has been completed will a decision be made, together with North Yorkshire Council, as to whether to proceed further with the project. While the village of Great Barugh is not included in the initial assessment (due to the greater distance from the existing wells) consideration will be given as to how the scheme could be extended into Great Barugh.
It is possible that cheaper, renewable heat can be provided to the village within 18 months of the feasibility work, although this will depend on the required planning process and further interaction with the village residents. The respective Parish Councils will keep all residents informed of the process through the normal channels.
Russell Hoare
Managing Director, Third Energy September 2024
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